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Purpose and Use of AAYHA General Rules

In accordance with AAYHA By-Laws, Article XI, Section 4, the purpose of the AAYHA General Rules is to establish procedures for general show operations.  The General Rules will also be used to provide a basic description of each AAYHA event.
Membership Input to AAYHA General Rules  

In accordance with AAYHA By-Laws, Article IX, Section 4, any changes to the AAYHA General Rules must reflect member inputs and adhere to AAYHA Policies & Procedures Section 4 –Horse Show Committee.  As such, the Horse Show Committee will be responsible for managing the General Rules that govern the rules for AAYHA horse shows.  In execution of their responsibility, they will annually review the General Rules for applicability by surveying the Board and AAYHA membership.  However, it is only the general membership, during the annual membership meeting that can make changes to the General Rule changes, via a formal vote, for the upcoming season.  However, AAYHA By-Laws, Article X, Section 1(a), allows Executive Committee decisions/rulings made for the purpose of ensuring the smooth, safe, and fair running of AAYHA shows to be reviewed by the AAYHA board to determine if the decision/ruling should be retained for the remainder of the show season.  Temporary show rules approved by the Board can only be made permanent by the membership according Article XI, Section 4 of these AAYHA By-laws.  Note that these temporary show rules approved by the board will be incorporated and identified in the current show rules. 

Section I – Fees
1. All participants are required to complete a membership application and pay a member ship fee to be eligible for year-end awards.  Annual membership dues will be $25.00 per member, not to exceed $65.00 per family.  Membership dues will apply for current show year which runs from September 1st through August 31st.  Family membership is limited to parents or legal guardian and minor children eighteen years of age or younger and living in the same household."

2. The Schedule of AAYHA Class entry fees are: 
	Fee
	Member
	Non-Member

	Class Fee
	$  8
	$12

	Exhibition
	$  4
	$  4

	Jackpot
	$20
	$30


Entry fees must accompany entry forms.  Once a participant has ridden in their first registered class of the day, no entry fees will be refunded.
3. In order to add or delete a class, participants must complete an Add/Delete slip at the show office.  Applicable class fees will apply for adding classes and no refunds will be given for dropping classes.  No participant may register for a class once the previous class has started. 

Section II – Divisions
1. AAYHA will not use traditional AQHA divisions during open shows, but will use the following divisions:  (Note: Participants entered into age divisions shall be determined by the age of the participant on September 1st of the year the show season starts.)
· Mini & Pony
· Assisted
· Walk-Trot
· Eight and Under

· Junior (9-13)

· Senior (14-18)

· Adults (19 & 39)
· 40 & Over 
Note:
Regardless of Breed or Registration, the age of a horse entered in AAYHA halter classes shall be determined by the age of the horse on January 1st of the year the show season starts.

2. No contestant may move up or down to another age group.  The only exception to this rule is rider/horse pairs enrolled in the Walk/trot and Assisted division participants and who desire to move to the appropriate age division.  This can be done when the rider/horse pair feels ready to compete in the rider’s age appropriate division.  However, once a rider/horse pair transfers out of the walk/trot or assisted division they may not return.  Note that a member may be entitled to enter another horse in the walk/trot division as a horse/rider pair in the same season.  Member understands that points earned in the Walk/trot or Assisted division will not transfer to another age division or another horse/rider pair unless Section III, Rule 1., of these General Rules are found to apply.   
Section III – Qualification Requirements
1. One-Horse-One-Rider Rule. Only one horse/rider combination may be used to accrue points toward a high point award.  As such, an AAYHA member or show participant cannot change horses during the show or series. 
a. The only exception to the one-horse-one-rider rule is the documented proof of injury.  Pregnancy and sale of a horse are not acceptable reasons since both are a choice and can be avoided.

b. Changes in horse must be brought to the attention of the show office before using a substitute horse.  Failure to do so will result in points from that show not being included towards year-end high point.  Only one horse may be used for substitution during a show season.
c. Members desiring to compete for multiple circuit and year-end awards (Halter, Color, Mini, Division speed or performance) may use a different horse for each different circuit and year-end awards.  For example, a participant may declare one horse for 8 & Under Speed awards and declare another horse for Halter Gelding 2 - 5.  However, for Division all around awards, a participant must declare a single horse.  One horse can’t be declared for speed and another for performance and combine points earned towards a Division all around award.   
d. Halter and color classes are not tied to the one-horse-rider pairing rule.  As such, any person may act as a handler on behalf of the horse owner but points will be listed against the horse.  However, AAYHA participants riding for performance and all-around awards will be required to handle the horse declared for these awards in order for halter and color points to count towards performance and all-around awards.

2. Release Forms.  ALL AAYHA members and participants and parents will be required to sign a release and indemnity agreement releasing AAYHA and their officers.

3. Work Point Requirements.  Work points go towards qualifying for circuit and year-end awards as well as Education Incentive points.  Each AAYHA member must complete 10 workpoints to qualify for any year-end award and 5 work points to qualify for any circuit award.  Work points can be completed by the individual AAYHA member, or any other individual designated by that member.  However, board members may only contribute workpoints to family members and no other AAYHA member. 
4. Coggins Requirements. Participants, exhibitors, and those not showing but have a horse on the show grounds MUST have with them a current (within 12 months of the event) NEGATIVE Equine Infectious Anemia (Coggins) test document, a VS10-11, for each horse brought on to the grounds. At every show, all participants entering the show grounds must provide the yellow copy or a photocopy with the issuing Veterinarian’s signature visible to the show management. Participants not providing a negative Coggins will be asked to leave the grounds.  Those participants not showing or exhibiting in classes will be charged a $5 grounds fee for the purpose of documenting the Coggins report.
5. Anyone qualifying for a Daily High Point Award does not have to be an AAYHA member.  You MUST be an AAYHA member to qualify for any Circuit or Year-End Awards.  Points do not begin accruing for those awards until after the participant’s membership has been paid.
Section IV – Awards

1. As per the AAYHA Awards Committee Policies & Procedures, Section 12, the following criteria for AAYHA awards are:

	
	Show High Point
	Circuit
	Year-End
	All Around Year-end

	AAYHA Membership*
	Not required
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Classes/shows Required for Participation **
	5 classes 
	5 classes in 3 shows
	5 classes in 5 shows
	5 performance & 5 speed classes in same 5 shows

	Required Workpoints
	Not required
	5
	10
	10


Notes:

*   Points will not accumulate towards circuit and year-end awards until a participant’s membership fee has been paid.      

** Halter & Color participants need only participate in applicable class for show, circuit, and year-end awards
 ** Reining, English Equitation, participants need only participate in applicable class for circuit & year-end awards.
      Fall circuit comprises of the September, October, November, December, & January shows.  Spring circuit comprises the March, April, May June A & June B shows
2. The following table shows the list of AAYHA awards throughout the year and the classes members may participate in to gain points towards these awards.
	Awards
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year
	Classes Used to Determine Award

	Halter stallion, gelding, mare grand champion / reserve
	T/T
	O/N
	
	Applicable halter class

	Halter champion of champions
	T
	
	
	Champion & reserve of applicable halter class

	Halter W/Y stallion, gelding, mare high point / reserve
	
	
	O/O
	Applicable halter class

	Halter 2-5 stallion, gelding, mare high point / reserve
	
	
	O/O
	Applicable halter class

	Halter 6 + stallion, gelding, mare high point / reserve
	
	
	O/O
	Applicable halter class

	Color solid & nonsolid high point / reserve
	
	O/N
	O/O
	Applicable color class

	Mini performance high point / reserve
	
	O/N
	B/O
	Mini halter, mini color, mini/pony obstacle, mini/pony hunter, mini/ in hand trail 

	Mini speed high point / reserve
	B/N
	O/N
	B/O
	Mystery speed, keyhole, flag race, ring the pole, cloverleaf barrels, straight-away barrels, pole bending, stake race

	Mini all around high point / reserve
	
	
	B/O
	Mini halter, mini color, mini/pony obstacle, mini/pony hunter, mystery speed, keyhole, flag race, ring the pole, cloverleaf barrels, straight-away barrels, pole bending, stake race

	Walk/Trot high point / reserve
	B/N
	O/N
	B/B
	Halter, color, walk-trot open, walk-trot trail, walk-trot western disciplined rail, and walk-trot western horsemanship, walk-trot showmanship

	Division English high point
	
	O
	
	Hunter under saddle, English disciplined rail, English equitation  

	Division Western high point
	
	O
	
	Trail, western pleasure, western disciplined rail, western horsemanship

	Division performance high point / reserve
	B/N
	
	B/B
	Halter, color, hunter under saddle, English disciplined rail, English equitation, showmanship, trail, western pleasure, western disciplined rail, western horsemanship.

	Division speed high point / reserve
	B/N
	O/N
	B/B
	Mystery speed, keyhole, flag race, ring the pole, cloverleaf barrels, straight-away barrels, pole bending, stake race

	Division all around high point / reserve (except for assisted & walk-trot)


	
	
	S/B
	Halter, color, hunter under saddle, English disciplined rail, English equitation, showmanship, trail, western pleasure, western disciplined rail, western horsemanship, mystery speed, keyhole, flag race, ring the pole, cloverleaf barrels, straight-away barrels, pole bending, stake race

	Reining high point / reserve
	
	O
	B/O
	Reining class

	English pleasure high point / reserve
	
	O
	B/O
	English pleasure class

	Weaning/Yearling in-hand trail high point / reserve
	
	O
	B/O
	Weaning/Yearling in-hand trail class

	Senior English  Scholarship *
	
	
	Sc
	Hunter under saddle, English disciplined rail, English equitation  

	Senior Western Scholarship *
	
	
	Sc
	Trail, western pleasure, western disciplined rail, western horsemanship

	Senior Speed Scholarship *
	
	
	Sc
	Mystery speed, keyhole, flag race, ring the pole, cloverleaf barrels, straight-away barrels, pole bending, stake race


B = Buckle or equivalent       N = No award but publicly recognized      S = Saddle or ESA contribution      Sc = Scholarship           T = Trophy or plate           O = Other
Note: For AAYHA members 18 an under, any award can be converted to an Education Savings Account (ESA) contribution

*  Scholarships will be awarded to the 14 to 18 division participants with the most total show points for the year in the English, Western, and Speed categories.  An AAYHA youth member can only earn one scholarship per year. If a youth member has the most points in more than one category, the youth with the second most points in the second category will be awarded the scholarship.  Scholarships can either be paid out in cash or contributed into an ESA in the name of the youth member. The order of determinate of scholarship awards will be English, Western, and then Speed.
3. Participation in a class is defined as entering the arena during which the class is being judged or timed.  Simply paying for a class does not constitute participation in a class.  Furthermore the following codes will be used to characterize a members participation in a class                     
· DQ (Disqualification); Participant paid to show in a class and showed in the class during the time the paid class was held.  However, participant was disqualified by the judge.  For point’s purposes, member will earn no points but WILL be considered to have participated in the class.  

· SC (Scratch): Participant paid to show in class but at a later time intentionally withdrew from the class prior to the time the paid class was held.  For point’s purposes, member will earn no points and WILL NOT be considered to have participated in the class.

· NS (No Show); Participant paid to show in class but did not enter the arena during the time the paid class was held.  For point’s purposes, member will earn no points and WILL NOT be considered to have participated in the class. 

  
Section V – Points
1. Points by Class Placing.  Points will be figured as indicated below.  In judged and speed events, individual show ribbons or trophies will be awarded to the top 10 participants.  In speed events, all times will be recorded.  
a. Points for the top ten participants in each event will be awarded as follows:


1st Place
10 Points

6th Place
5 Points



2nd Place
  9 Points

7th Place
4 Points



3rd Place
  8 Points

8th Place
3 Points



4th Place   7 Points

9th Place
2 Points



5th Place
  6 Points
     10th Place
1 Point
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If there are less than ten participants in an event, points will be awarded according to the number in the event, i.e. four in the event – 1st place receives 4 points, 2nd place receives 3 points, 3rd place receives 2 points and 4th place receives one point as shown in the figure below.

2. Points Earned Towards Awards.  Points will not accumulate towards circuit and year-end awards until a participant’s membership fee has been paid.  Points earned by non-members will only be used towards daily awards.
3. Disqualifications and No-times. A disqualification or no time constitutes no points for the participant in that event. However, that participant does count in the total number of participants in that event. 
4. Ties. For daily, circuit, and year-end awards, ties will be broken by the participant with the most number of 1st placings.  If the number of 1st placings are the same, then the tie will be broken by the participant with the most number of 2nd placings, and so on until a winner is declared.  In the event that there is still tie after comparing all placings, the winner will be decided by a coin toss OR by the two tied contestants participating in an additional event as determined by the AAYHA Executive Committee.
Section VI – General Rules for all Events
1. Individual equipment failure shall cause disqualification only if it causes the incompletion of an event.  No re-rides will be awarded for the incompletion of an event due to individual equipment failure.
2. Failure by exhibitor to wear correct number(s) in a visible manner shall result in disqualification.

3. Participants will be called to the gate three times only.  If participant is not in the arena after the third call, they will receive no points for the class.
4. A participant may be disqualified for unsportsmanlike conduct.  Actions considered as unsportsmanlike conduct are, but are not limited to: excessive beating of an animal; throwing of equipment; use of foul or vulgar language; vulgar or hostile gestures and/or behavior; verbal or physical threats to another AAYHA member or show participant; repetitive intentional interruptions to show operations; drinking alcoholic beverages on Guadalupe County Fair Association property during AAYHA show activities; or, engaging in any illegal activity during an AAYHA show will be considered grounds for disqualification due to unsportsmanlike conduct. If this occurs in the arena, no placing will be awarded for that event.  The executive committee may, at their discretion, disqualify a participant from taking part in the remaining events for that day.  AAYHA by-laws Article III, Section 5 and Article, X, Section 9, will govern the status of their AAYHA membership. Any subsequent points will be forfeited.  If unsportsmanlike conduct should occur outside of a class, but on the fairgrounds property, that person is subject to the ruling of the executive committee.
5. Attire.  AAYHA will use as a reference the attire requirements of AQHA Rule 445.  Unique attire requirements for AAYHA are as follows:  
(a) Each contestant will be allowed one attire warning per show which must be corrected before the contestant is allowed to continue for the day even if they have not started competing.  This will also apply to speed events with the exception of wearing hats.  Hats, and caps, are optional.  

(b) Special attire exceptions because of religious or physical handicap must be requested by filing a written request to AAYHA and obtaining written approval prior to participation.
(c) Exhibitors paying a $4 “exhibition” class entry fee must also dress in class appropriate attire. However, lewd or suggestive attire may not be worn at any time on the premises of AAYHA events.

(d) In assisted events, the individual leading the assisted participant (handler) is not required to follow the previous attire requirements. However, the preferred attire would be class appropriate attire.  In no instances will shorts, tank tops, or flip-flops will be allowed.
(e) Judges may penalize contestants who do not conform to above attire requirements.  However, judges, at their discretion, may authorize adjustments to attire due to weather-related conditions.

6. Tack.  AAYHA participants must adhere to the following tack requirements when participating in the applicable category of events:  

(a) English classes.  Approved tack for AAYHA English classes will reference to AQHA Rule #444.

(b) Western Classes: Approved tack for AAYHA Western classes will reference to AQHA Rule #443.
(c) Speed classes.  Approved tack for AAYHA speed classes will reference to AQHA Rule #443. 

(d) Mini classes.  Mini attire must conform to American Mini Horse Registry (AMHR) standards for the applicable class being participated in.
7. Jackpot events.  Jackpot events will be events in which AAYHA participants go head-to-head with each other regardless of age division.  Jackpot events are their own reward and will not be computed into daily high point, circuit, or year-end awards. The entry fee will be $20 for members and $30 for non-members. 80% of all entry fees will go to the class while 20% will be retained by AAYHA. The total payout of the entry fees from the class will be divided according to the following payout ratio schedule:

	
	Entry 1-3
	Entry 4 - 6
	Entry 7 - 9
	Entry 10 - 12
	Entry 13+

	Place 1
	100%
	60%
	50%
	40%
	40%

	Place 2
	
	40%
	30%
	30%
	30%

	Place 3
	
	
	20%
	20%
	15%

	Place 4
	
	
	
	10%
	10%

	Place 5
	
	
	
	
	5%
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Based upon the percentages on the preceding payout ratio schedule the financial payout per placing and corresponding entries will be paid according to the following table:

8. Exhibitor Participation in Classes.  Exhibitors paying a $4 class “exhibition” entry fee will conform to the flow of the class and the judge’s commands to class participants from the moment entering the arena to lining up in front of the judge.  If at any point an exhibitor is determined to be a distraction to class participants or impeded the flow of the class being judged, the judge has the authority to excuse exhibitor from the class.
9. Review of Member Protests – The executive committee will also be responsible for the resolution of protests submitted by AAYHA members during AAYHA horse shows.  If a protest identifies an ambiguity or omission in the AAYHA General Rules related to show operations, the executive committee decision/ruling will clarify/interpret the ambiguity/omission. The executive committee’s decision/ruling will be final for that show.  However, it must be stated that the executive committee will not entertain protests when an AAYHA member disagrees with the decision of an AAYHA judge that is squarely supported by existing AAYHA General Rules or By-Laws because Article X, Section 2 of AAYHA By-laws states that a judge’s decision will be final.
10. The fall of a horse or rider being judged shall, at the discretion of the judge, be cause for disqualification in all classes. Typically, a horse is considered having fallen when he or she is on their side and all four feet are extended in the same direction and a rider is considered to have fallen when he or she is not astride. However, final discretion resides with the judge
11. In all events, the judge’s decision will be final.  Furthermore, show participants will not be able to use the protest process to protest judge’s decisions and class placement.
12. For safety of all AAYHA participants, handlers of Assisted Division participants will be required to be present with Assisted participants in ALL classes.                                                     

13. Walk-Trot Classes – The Walk-Trot division is considered a developmental division for the purpose of preparing AAYHA members to competitively participate in their age appropriate division.  As such, a horse/rider pair may compete in the Walk-Trot division for just one show year.  Individuals may participate in the Walk- division if the horse/rider PAIR hasn’t loped or cantered in any AAYHA show in the previous 2 show seasons.
Section VII – Specific Class Performance Rules

HALTER 
1. Event Description – AAYHA Halter classes will reference AQHA rule 448 with these exceptions: that Mini Halter classes will be judged according to AMHR Rule Book, Section X, Part 11 and Ponies will be judged according to AMHR Rule Book, Section IX, Part 8. AAYHA exceptions to AQHA rule 448 are that paragraphs (b), (h), (j), will not apply. 
2. Unique AAYHA Halter rules are:

a. AQHA rule 448 (i) will not apply as stated since any AAYHA exhibitor may show a second horse for any other AAYHA exhibitor
b. AQHA rule 448 (k)(1) is modified to state Judges will select a Grand Champion and Reserve Champion in each sex division regardless of the number of entries.   
c. Stallions: 

-No one under the age of 19 may exhibit a stallion.  


-All those showing a stallion must participate in the Adult (19 and over) division.  


-Minis are an exception to this rule; Mini rules will govern in these cases.
d. Placings through 10th place will be awarded and points in accordance with AAYHA General Rules, Section V, Rule 1., will be applied to the applicable AAYHA divisions and not AQHA designated divisions.  Grand, Reserve, and Champion of Champion winners will have additional points calculated as follows: 
· Grand Champions will receive 1 more point than any other entry in its sex division

· Reserve Champions will receive as many points as any other entry in its sex division except for the Grand Champion

· The Champion of Champions will have at least 1 more point than any other Grand Champion of all sex divisions

3. Penalties – All penalties in AQHA rule 448 apply.
4. Awards – The Halter classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Grand champion stallion & reserve
	Stallion high point
	Halter Stallion W/Y & reserve

	Grand champion gelding & reserve
	Gelding high point
	Halter Stallion 2-5 & reserve

	Grand champion mare & reserve
	Mare high point
	Halter Stallion 6 and over & reserve

	Champion of champions
	None
	Gelding Stallion W/Y & reserve

	Division performance high point & reserve
	None
	Gelding Stallion 2-5 & reserve

	
	
	Gelding Stallion 6 and over & reserve

	
	
	Mare Stallion W/Y & reserve

	
	
	Mare Stallion 2-5 & reserve

	
	
	Mare Stallion 6 and over & reserve

	
	
	Division Performance high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve 


COLOR 
1. Event Description – All horses are divided into one of two categories:  Solids (Bays, Sorrels, Grays, Palominos, Buckskins etc.) or Non-Solids (Paints, Appaloosas, etc.)   The class entered is determined by the horse coloration only, regardless of the contestant’s age.  Judge has the discretion to determine if a participant’s horse is unsuited for the color class it is entered in.
2. Penalties – If judge determines a participant has entered their horse in the wrong color class, the judge has the discretion to disqualify participant.  A disqualification will result in no points for the class.
3. Awards – The Color classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Solid high point
	Solid high point
	Solid high point  & reserve

	Non-solid high point
	Non-solid high point
	Non-solid high point & reserve

	Division performance high point & reserve 
	None
	Division Performance high point & reserve.

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve


SHOWMANSHIP 
1. Event Description – AAYHA Showmanship classes will reference AQHA rule 473.   
2. Unique AAYHA Showmanship rules are:

a. Showmanship classes will be held in all AAYHA divisions.
3. Penalties – All penalties in AQHA rule 473 apply. 

4. Awards – The Showmanship classes contribute to the following awards:

	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division performance high point & reserve
	None
	Division Performance high point & reserve.

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve 


ENGLISH PLEASURE (ALL AGES)
1. Event Description – Since the English Pleasure class is not found in AQHA rules, AAYHA English Pleasure classes will reference PtHA Rule N2.

2. Unique AAYHA English Pleasure rules are:

a. None.
3. Penalties – All penalties in PtHA Rule N2 will apply.

4. Awards – The English pleasure all ages class is an award unto itself and doesn’t contribute to any other awards with the exception of the following English pleasure awards. 
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	None
	English Pleasure high point
	English Pleasure high point & reserve

	
	
	


HUNTER UNDER SADDLE
1. Event Description – AAYHA Hunter Under Saddle classes will reference AQHA rule 466B.  

2. Unique AAYHA Hunter Under Saddle rules are:

a. None.
3. Penalties – All penalties in AQHA rule 466B apply. 

4. Awards – The Hunter Under Saddle classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division performance high point & reserve
	Division Circuit English 
	Division Performance high point & reserve  

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve

	
	
	Senior Division English Scholarship  


ENGLISH DISCIPLINED RAIL
1. Event Description – AAYHA English Disciplined Rail classes will follow PtHA Rule N11.
2. Unique AAYHA English Pleasure rules are:

a. English Disciplined Rail in AAYHA will be restricted to English equipment.
3. Penalties – All penalties in PtHA Rule N11 will apply.  

4. Awards – The English Disciplined Rail classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division performance high point & reserve 
	Division Circuit English 
	Division Performance high point & reserve.

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve 

	
	
	Senior Division English scholarship  


ENGLISH EQUITATION 
1. Event Description – AAYHA English Equitation classes will reference AQHA rule 475B.
2. Unique AAYHA English Equitation rules are:

a. English Equitation classes will be held in all AAYHA divisions.
3. Penalties – All penalties in AQHA rule 475B apply.

4. Awards – The English Equitation classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division performance high point & reserve
	Division Circuit English 
	Division Performance high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve 

	
	
	Senior Division English Scholarship.


WALK TROT NOVICE HORSE

1. Event Description – Walk-trot participants may participate in the Walk-trot Novice Horse class in either English or Western attire.  The class rules for Walk-trot Novice Horse will be done in accordance with Western Pleasure and or Hunter Under Saddle.  However, the focus of the judge will be on the horse where maximum credit will be given to the flowing, balanced and willing horse that gives the appearance of being fit and a pleasure to ride. Note: Walk-Trot participants may enter and participate in the Walk-Trot Novice Horse class if the horse has never cantered and/or loped in a judged event or it has been at least two years since cantering and/or loping in a judged event at any organized show.

2. Penalties – Depending on attire, faults will be assessed in accordance with Hunter Under Saddle or Western Pleasure rules. 

3. Awards – Walk-Trot Novice Horse participants are eligible for circuit and year-end awards.  There is no daily award for Walk-Trot Novice Horse. 

WALK TROT NOVICE RIDER

1. Event Description – Walk-trot participants may participate in the Walk-trot Novice Rider class in either English or Western attire.  The class rules for Walk-trot Novice Horse will be done in accordance with Western Pleasure and or Hunter Under Saddle.  However, the focus of the judge will be on the rider where maximum credit will be given to the rider’s ability to command and control the horse. Note: Walk-Trot participants may enter and participate in the Walk-Trot Novice Rider class if the rider has never cantered and/or loped in a judged event or it has been at least two years since cantering and/or loping in a judged event at any organized show.

2. Penalties – Depending on attire, faults will be assessed in accordance with Hunter Under Saddle or Western Pleasure rules. 

3. Awards – Walk-Trot Novice Rider participants are eligible for circuit and year-end awards.  There is no daily award for Walk-Trot Novice Rider.    

WALK TROT OPEN

1. Event Description – Walk-trot participants may participate in the Walk-trot Open class in either English or Western attire.  The class rules for Walk-trot Open will be done in accordance with Western Pleasure and or Hunter Under Saddle.  However, the focus of the judge will be on the rider-horse horse pair where maximum credit will be given to the flowing, balanced and willing horse that gives the appearance of being fit and a pleasure to ride as well as the rider’s ability to command and control the horse. Note: Walk-Trot participants may enter and participate in the Walk-Trot division if rider/horse pair has never cantered and/or loped in a judged event or it has been at least two years since cantering and/or loping in a judged event at any organized show.

2. Penalties – Depending on attire, faults will be assessed in accordance with Hunter Under Saddle or Western Pleasure rules. 

3. Awards – A daily high point, circuit, and year-end awards will be given for show participants with the highest combined score in Halter, Color, Walk-Trot Open, Walk-Trot Trail, Walk-Trot Western Disciplined Rail, and Walk-Trot Western Horsemanship classes.    

TRAIL 
1. Event Description – AAYHA Trail classes will reference AQHA rule 454B with the exception that Mini Trail classes will be judged according to AMHR Rule Book, Section XI, Part 2. E.  AAYHA exceptions to AQHA rule 448 are that paragraphs (b), (h), (j), will not apply.

2. Unique AAYHA Trail rules are:

a. Note that Walk-trot, Assisted, and 8 and Under divisions will have a separate pattern from all other age divisions and will not include a lope/canter.
b. Scoring – Judges may 

(1) use the AQHA scoring deduction criteria contained in rule 454B (e) or 

(2) be allowed to score using their own criteria/judgment.  Judges must inform show participants if they will not use AQHA scoring criteria. 

3. Penalties – Judges will be allowed to assess penalties according to AQHA criteria contained in rule 454 (f) or be allowed to assess penalties using their own criteria/judgment.  Judge must inform show participants if they will not use AQHA scoring criteria.
4. Awards – The Trail classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division performance high point & reserve.
	Division Circuit Western  
	Division Performance high point & reserve  

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve 

	
	
	Senior Division Western Scholarship  


5. Weanling/yearling In-hand trail will follow the same rules but will use a different pattern.  Awards for Weanling/yearling In-hand trail are as follows:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	N/A
	N/A
	Weaning/Yearling in-hand trail high point 

	
	
	Weaning/Yearling in-hand trail reserve


MINI & PONY OBSTACLE
1. Event Description – The Mini & Pony Obstacle class will be judged according to AMHR Rule Book, Section X, Part 11 and Ponies will be judged according to AMHR Rule Book, Section X, Part 1. B. and Part 20.
2. Unique AAYHA Mini & Pony Obstacle class rules are:

a. None.
3. Penalties – All penalties in accordance with AMHR rules will apply.

4. Awards – There are no awards for the Mini & Pony Obstacle class unless paid for by a sponsor.    

WESTERN PLEASURE 
1. Event Description – AAYHA Western Pleasure classes will reference AQHA rule 465B.
2. Unique AAYHA Western Pleasure rules are:

a. Western Pleasure classes will be held in all AAYHA divisions.
3. Penalties – All penalties in AQHA rule 465B apply.

4. Awards – The Western Pleasure classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division performance high point & reserve.
	Division Circuit Western.
	Division Performance high point & reserve  

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve 

	
	
	Senior Division Western Scholarship


JACKPOT – WESTERN PLEASURE 

1. Event Description – The Western Pleasure Jackpot will follow the same guidelines as the Western Pleasure classes.  The only difference is that all participants from all age divisions with the exception of walk/trot participants are authorized to compete together in the Western Pleasure Jackpot class.  PLEASE NOTE: If an 8 & Under participant desires to enter the Western Pleasure Jackpot class they may be asked by the judge to lope in the class.  

2. Penalties – Penalties are the same as in the Western Pleasure classes

3. Awards – Points earned in the Western Pleasure Jackpot class will not accumulate to any age division award but will be an award unto itself at each show as identified in Section VI, Rule 6 of these General Rules.

WESTERN HORSEMANSHIP 
1. Event Description – AAYHA Western Horsemanship classes will reference AQHA rule 474B.
2. Unique AAYHA Western Horsemanship rules are:

a. Western horsemanship classes will be held in all AAYHA divisions

3. Penalties – All penalties in AQHA rule 474B apply.
4. Awards – The Western Horsemanship classes contribute to the following awards:

	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division performance high point & reserve 
	Division Circuit Western  
	Division Performance high point & reserve  

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve 

	
	
	Senior Division Western scholarship  


REINING 
1. Event Description – AAYHA Western Horsemanship classes will reference AQHA rule 451B.
2. Unique AAYHA Reining rules are:

a. None

3. Penalties – All penalties in AQHA rule 451B apply 
4. Awards – The reining class is an award unto itself and doesn’t contribute to any other awards with the exception of the following reining awards.  
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	None
	Reining high point
	Reining high point & reserve

	
	
	


Section VIII – General Speed Rules

1. In speed events, running through the gate and/or starting before the gate is closed is permitted and will not constitute a disqualification.  However the participant must run back to a closed gate. 

2. In Speed events, the intentional throwing of equipment will result in a five (5) second penalty.

3. The judge, at his/her discretion, may disqualify a contestant for excessive use of a bat, crop, whip or rope in front of the cinch.

4. Shirts must be tucked in when show participants enter the arena.  For a shirt to be considered “not tucked in”, the shirt tail must be on the outside of the exhibitor’s pants at the time of entry into the arena.  A rider whose shirt becomes “un-tucked” during the course of the ride after entry into the arena will not incur a penalty.

5. In speed events, unless otherwise specified, time will begin when the horse’s nose FIRST crosses the timer line and stops when the horse’s nose crosses the timer line a SECOND time.  If any part of the horse crosses the timer line BEFORE completing the course, rider will receive a no time for any speed event. 

6. Failure to follow pattern will cause a disqualification.  When a participant is disqualified, they are counted in the total number of participants of that event for award point determination, however, a disqualification results in NO points for that contestant. 

MYSTERY SPEED EVENTS 

1. Event Description – During every AAYHA show, a mystery speed event chosen by the show committee will be introduced to the show schedule.  The event will be revealed at the official start time of the speed events.  This is a timed event and timing begins when the horse’s nose first crosses the timer line and ends as the horse’s nose crosses the timer line again.  Posting of the mystery speed event will be at least no earlier than 60 minutes and no less than 30 minutes before the first exhibitors show in the class.   
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2. Penalties – Knocking over a cone or any other obstacle in any mystery speed event shall carry a five-second penalty. Failure to follow the pattern will cause disqualification (DQ).  
3. Awards – The Mystery Speed classes contribute to the following awards:

	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division speed high point & reserve
	Division Circuit Speed
	Division Speed high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve.

	
	
	Senior Division Speed scholarship
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KEYHOLE 
1. Event Description – AAYHA will reference PtHA rule O5 for the Keyhole Race.  
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2. AAYHA unique rules for the Keyhole will require participants to execute the keyhole pattern in the following manner: 

a. The participant rides from the timer line entering the keyhole without touching the entry lines. 
b. Upon entering the keyhole, the participant will perform a 180( turn or more (in either direction), without touching the line or stepping outside the pattern.  
c. When participant has completed turn, they must exit keyhole, without touching any lines and proceed across timer line. 

3. Penalties – Touching any lines or stepping outside of the drawn pattern will constitute a disqualification. 

4. Awards – Keyhole classes contribute to the following awards:

	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division speed high point & reserve 
	Division Circuit Speed
	Division Speed high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve

	
	
	Senior Division Speed Scholarship.



FLAG RACE

1. Event Description – AAYHA will use the following rules for the Flag Race.  
2. AAYHA unique rules for the Flag Race will require participants to take a flag from one bucket and deposit the flag in another bucket as fast as possible according to the Flag Race pattern in the following manner:

a. A flag will be placed in a feed bucket will be attached to the side of the arena past the timer (start line). 
b. Participants shall pick up the flag, proceed around the pole at the end of the arena and place flag in the feed bucket attached on the opposite side of the arena from the first feed bucket.   
c. The flag must remain in the feed bucket to receive a time, and the participant must cross the timer (finish line) to complete the event. 
d. Participant may run the pattern in either direction.

3. Penalties – Participants knocking over the barrel or pole shall receive a five (5) second penalty. Participants shall be disqualified if they hit/touch their horse with the flag. Participants shall be disqualified if the flag drops to the ground before crossing the finish timer line.

4. Awards – Flag Race classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division speed high point & reserve
	Division Circuit Speed
	Division Speed high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve

	
	
	Senior Division Speed Scholarship


RING THE POLE

1. Event Description – Ring the Pole is a unique timed event to AAYHA where participants will ride from the timer line to the pole, dropping the ring onto the pole and ride back to cross the timer line again as fast as possible according to the Ring the Pole pattern in the following manner:

a. Participants can approach the pole from either direction.  
b. Participants can circle around pole completely but must always come away from pole on the opposite side you first approached the pole.

c. Due to pole height, 8 & Under and Assisted participants aren’t required to place a ring over the pole; they are only required to ride around pole.  However, if an 8 & Under or Assisted participant choose to take a ring all rules apply.  

2. Penalties – Participants shall be disqualified if they drop the ring before putting it on the pole, hit their horse with the ring, or if they knock over the pole. 

3. Awards – Ring the Pole classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division speed high point & reserve
	Division Circuit Speed
	Division Speed high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve

	
	
	Senior Division Speed Scholarship


POLE BENDING


1. Event Description – AAYHA will reference AQHA rule 458 for the Pole Bending race.

2. AAYHA unique rules for the Pole Bending race will require participants to run a pattern around six (6) poles alternately going left and right around each pole as fast as possible according to the Pole Bending pattern in the following manner:

a. A horse may start either to the right or to the left of the first pole and then run the remainder of the pattern accordingly.  
b. Participants may begin from an open or a closed gate and must return to a closed gate.  
c. Timing begins when the horse’s nose first crosses the timer line and ends as the horse’s nose crosses the timer line again.    
d. Two cones will be used to identify the Start/Finish line and the horse and contestant must start and end between these two cones.  

3. Penalties – Knocking over a pole shall carry a five-second penalty.  Failure to follow the pattern will cause disqualification (DQ).  Contestants may touch a pole with their hand.  However, if the original course is altered by a rider intentionally grasping a pole, a five second penalty for each pole grasped will be assessed.  
4. Awards – Pole Bending classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division speed high point & reserve
	Division Circuit Speed
	Division Speed high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve

	
	
	Senior Division Speed Scholarship


STAKE RACE

1. Event Description – AAYHA will use the following rules for the Stake Race.  
2. AAYHA unique rules for the stake race will require participants will accomplish a figure-eight pattern around two poles fast as possible according to the Stake Race pattern in the following manner:

a. Run straight down the right or left side of the poles to the 2nd pole, making either a left or a right-handed turn around the pole

b. Run on a diagonal to the 1st pole and make a turn in the opposite direction

c. Run on a diagonal back to the 2nd pole and repeat the 1st turn

d. Run straight back down either the left or the right side of the poles (down the opposite side from where you started) and cross the finish (timer) line.

3. Penalties – Knocking over a pole or failure to follow the pattern shall cause a disqualification.  

4. Awards – Stake Race classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division speed high point & reserve
	Division Circuit Speed
	Division Speed high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve

	
	
	Senior Division Speed Scholarship


STRAIGHTAWAY BARRELS

1. Event Description – Straightaway Barrels is an unique AAYHA timed event where participants will run a pattern around three (3) barrels alternately going left and right around each barrel as fast as possible according to the Straightaway Barrels pattern in the following manner:

a. The participant may follow the straight away pattern in either direction, beginning from the right or from the left.   
b. Timing begins when the horse’s nose first crosses the timer line and ends as the horse’s nose crosses the timer line again.  
c. A participant may touch a barrel with their hand.

2. Penalties – Knocking over a barrel shall carry a five (5) second penalty.  Failure to follow the pattern shall cause disqualification.

3. Awards – Straightaway Barrels classes contribute to the following awards: 

	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division speed high point & reserve
	Division Circuit Speed
	Division Speed high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve

	
	
	Senior Division Speed Scholarship


CLOVERLEAF BARRELS 

1. Event Description – AAYHA will reference AQHA rule 457 and NBHA Section A Competition Rules for the Cloverleaf Barrels race.
2. AAYHA unique rules for the Cloverleaf Barrels race will require participants to run a pattern around three (3) barrels as fast as possible according to the Cloverleaf Barrels pattern in the following manner:

a. Participants may begin from an open or a closed gate and must return to a closed gate. 
b. The participant may follow the cloverleaf pattern in either direction, beginning from the right or from the left.   
c. Timing begins when the horse’s nose first crosses the timer line and ends as the horse’s nose crosses the timer line again.  
d. A participant may touch a barrel with their hand. 

3. Penalties – Knocking over a barrel shall carry a five (5) second penalty.  Failure to follow the pattern shall cause disqualification.

4. Awards – Cloverleaf Barrel classes contribute to the following awards:
	Daily
	Circuit
	Year-end

	Division speed high point & reserve
	Division Circuit Speed
	Division Speed high point & reserve

	
	
	Division all-around and reserve

	
	
	Senior Division Speed Scholarship


JACKPOT - CLOVERLEAF BARRELS

1. Event Description – The same rules apply to cloverleaf barrels with exception that all participants from all division will compete head-to-head in the jackpot class. 
2. Penalties – Knocking over a barrel shall carry a five (5) second penalty.  Failure to follow the pattern shall cause disqualification.

3. Awards – Points earned in the Cloverleaf Barrels jackpot class will not accumulate to any age division award but will be an award unto itself at each show as identified in Section VI, Rule 6 of these General Rules.  

Section IX – Show Personnel Responsibilities

JUDGES

1. Judges will be made aware of, and expected to follow and enforce AAYHA’s General Rules. 

2. Judges will promote good horsemanship and sportsmanship. 

3. Judges will evaluate events in a fair and impartial manner. 

4. Judges will be expected to act in a manner reflecting good sportsmanship at all times. 

5. Judges will, time permitting, explain placings in a given event when asked to do so by the participant after the completion of the show. 
6. Judges will adhere to the Judges code and restrictions contained in AQHA Rule 438(c)(2)(d-f).
7. Judges shall place ten (10) places in all judged events. 

8. A judge shall not judge more than one (1) AAYHA approved show per season (Sept 1 to Aug 31).

RING STEWARDS

1. Ring stewards will aid the judge by checking entries, and recording event results as ordered by the judge and to, in general, follow the judges instructions. 

2. Ring stewards will in no way take part in, influence or seem to influence the judging.  
3. Ring stewards will ensure that the gate(s) are closed while an event is in the progress or while a participant is performing a pattern. 

4. Ring stewards will act in a mature and sportsmanlike manner at all times while in the ring.

5. Ring stewards will be familiar with, and abide by the rules of the Association. 

ARENA COORDINATOR

1. The arena coordinator is responsible for setting up equipment for events in accordance with the by-laws of the Association.

ANNOUNCER

1. The announcer will call events and participants to the arena or event area. 

2. The announcer will refrain from making personal remarks to participants while an event is being judged or while a participant is conducting a pattern. 

3. The announcer will immediately notify arena personnel (judge(s), ring steward(s), arena coordinator, etc.) of all observed hazards.

4. The announcer is responsible for keeping the show moving at a smooth and rapid, but safe, pace. 

5. The announcer will make general announcements when asked to do so by show management. 

6. The announcer will call participants into the arena by posted working order, unless circumstances dictate otherwise. 

SECRETARY, POINT SECRETARY AND TREASURER

1. The point secretary shall compute high point awards for the individual shows and report show results to the Association points secretary within ten (10) days.  

2. The secretary shall prepare posting sheets for the announcer and, if necessary, gatekeeper.

3. The Treasure will collect fees, provide cash flow required for show and tabulate financial reports for all shows.

TIMERS

1. There shall always be two timekeepers; an electronic timer and hand-timer. 

2. In the event that an electric timer is used and malfunctions the hand-timer results will be used.

3. In the case where both the electronic timer and hand-timer both malfunction, the contestant will be given the option to run again.

Table of AAYHA General Rule Clarifications and Membership Changes

Any clarifications to the AAYHA General Rules made during the current show season must be logged into the following table in order to track rule clarifications.  Rule clarifications will be done via AAYHA Board of Director Corporate Resolutions.  In no way will corporate resolutions conflict or diminish current AAYHA By-laws or General Rules, nor establish precedence over them.  Corporate Resolutions will be used to clarify ambiguous portions of the General Rules. For any clarifications in the AAYHA General Rules to be permanent, they must be presented to the AAYHA membership during the Annual Membership meeting for a vote.  The process for permanently amending AAYHA General Rules must comply with AAHYA By-laws Article XI, Section 2.  Please note that all Corporate Resolution driven General Rule clarifications will be in red throughout the General Rules.  All changes made to these rules by the general membership will also be documented in the table below as well.
	Corporate Resolution # or Status
	Summary of Clarifications or Rule Changes
	Specific Article and Rule Clarified
	Date of Corporate Resolution or Membership Vote

	Membership Vote
	Clarify Executive Committee decisions/rulings to unclear show rules
	Page 2- Membership Input to AAYHA General Rules
	August 7, 2011

	Membership Vote
	Revised tie rule
	Section V, Rule 4
	August 7, 2011

	Membership Vote
	Clarified what participation in a class is
	Section IV, Rule 3
	August 7, 2011

	Membership Vote
	Clarification of Assisted Division Handlers
	Section IV, Rule 12
	August 7, 2011

	Membership Vote
	Clarification of Walk-Trot division participants
	Section VI, Rule 13
	August 7, 2011

	Membership Vote
	Redefine attire requirements for handlers
	Section VI, Rule 5.d
	August 7, 2011

	Membership Vote
	Streamline all class descriptions by adopting AQHA or other breed association rules 
	Sections VII and VII
	August 7, 2011

	Membership Vote
	Clarify one horse-one rider rule
	Section III, Rule 1
	August 7, 2011

	Membership Vote
	Removal of 5 second penalty for hats/caps lost in the arena during speed events.
	Section VI, Rule 5 & Section VIII, Rule 2.
	August 7, 2011

	Membership Vote
	Elimination of sale of a as an exception to the one-horse, one-rider rule.
	Section III, Rule 1a.
	August 7, 2011
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